i di, ed LL 


EDITED BY 


JOHN R. RICE 


Office 207 South Beckley, Phone 6-6888 


"And poe cried, The Sword of the 
= Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
Ste ANSON NOOO Ns 


* a . = nr pier 
ay) athe Die ial. a » # ene ‘ Fe + 
Beg ee ie PEt eed 
4 La a baal Niet 


(ik i ee 
" f . oe ze 4 . > - 
~ en . P ’ b 


os) i i evil | 
R FH > 
’ can’t a. # ‘pet ‘ 
PR a 


“7 ws ’ 44 
; 5) Oe 
#2e aha rh. 


tied, 


———— 


An Independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Sin, Modernism, and Denominational Overlordship 


VOLUME VI, No. 8 


DALLAS, 


TEXAS, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1939 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


~ The_Price for Revival Power 


How God Gave A Marvelous Revival In Answer to Plain, Hard 
Preaching Against Sin, and Continued Agonizing In Prayer 


Text: II Chronicles 7:14 

“If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall hum- 
ble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will for- 
give their sin, and will heal 
their land,” 


(By Joe Henry Hankins, D.D., 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. ) 


The meeting at Paragould is over 
and we are glad to be back home 
again. The Lord gave us a great 
victory, but it was one of the most 
hard-won victories of my ministry. 
It looked for a while as though we 
were going down in defeat. This 
was partly due to my physical con- 
dition, for how could any one do 
his best with three ‘“carbuncles’”’ 
in two weeks, while trying to car- 
ry on in a revival meeting! And I 
have never seen the Devil put up 
a harder fight than he did in this 
meeting. However, I learned again 
that the Lord will never let you 
down when you take your stand 
on the Old Book and get on your 
knees and stay there until victory 
comes. I learned anew the mean- 
ing of prayer. The Sunday in the 
middle of the meeting was as near- 
ly a complete failure as I have ever 
experienced. I am sure I have 
never gone through a more disap- 
pointing day. I had built up my 
hopes and prayed and looked for- 
ward to a vicctory on this Sunday. 
It would give such momentum to 
the meeting as to carry us through 
the second week. I had done my 
best —- and so had the pastor — 
to rally the forces of the church 
for a great day. We had good 
attendance, but all day long, as 
Paul said of himself, we “beat the 
air” and got nowhere. I never 
preached in a colder atmosphere 
nor with more of a feeling that 
I was up against a stone wall, 
There was the keen and heart- 
breaking consciousness all day long 
of the lack of an atmosphere of 
prayer and that awful lonely feel- 
ing of standing alone in a battle 
for God when you can all but see 
the Devil. 

I entered the service Monday 
night with that same feeling of 
loneliness and that same coldness 
in the atmosphere of the service, 
but determined to draw the battle 
lines for God. He had put a mes- 


sage on my heart. It was the call 
of Moses to Israel when he saw 
them dancing around the golden 
calf and stood in the gate of the 
camp and cried, “Who is on the 
Lord’s side? Let him come unto 
me.” I think I know how Elijah 
must have felt on Mount Carmel 
when he cried out to the people, 
saying, “How long go ye limping 
between two sides? If Jehovah be 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people an- 
swered him not a word.” At the 
close of this message when I made 
my call the Devil surely stuck his 
head right in the middle of the 
service. A man who said that he 
had been a member of that church 
for thirty-five years spoke right 
out during the invitation as ‘‘mad 
as a hornet” and said, “I don’t like 
that kind of preaching. Such 
preaching as that discourages 
young Christians and drives the 
unsaved away from the church. I 
don’t think any preacher has any 
business to stand up there and say 
the things you have said tonight. 
Why don’t you preach the Bible 
and quit trying to tell people how 
to live?’ Of course, his statement 
threw the whole crowd into con- 
fusion and consternation, and you 
could feel the very presence of the 
Devil. I asked the Lord to help 
me keep calm and to know what 
to do. My answer to him was, 
“Brother, I am sorry that the shoe 
fits so tight, and I am sorry that 
you don’t like my preaching. The 
Devil doesn’t like it either.” At 
that point people began to pray 
and some began to weep. Im- 
mediately the whole atmosphere of 
the service changed, and I never 
felt more certain of victory in my 
life. I have realized since that it 
took a shock like that to put that 
church on its knees and start them 
to praying. I dismissed the serv- 
ice with a call to the people who 
loved the Lord and His Word to 
go home and pray with the assur- 
ance that God was going to bring 
victory. The pastor’s heart was 
broken, and immediately after the 
benediction he rushed back into his 
study, closed the door and fell on 
his face before the Lord. I found 
him back there weeping and cry- 


ing unto God. Together we knelt 
and prayed until the midnight 
hour. 


Tuesday came with the same 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Three Happy Conversions 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


At Cedar Lake Bible Conference, 
August 6-13th, it was the editor’s 
privilege to speak each morning 
on “How to Win Souls,” as well as 
2 give the gospel message and try 

to win sinners each night. One 
morning I gave an exposition of 
Luke 11:1-13, where Jesus taught 
His disciples to pray with impor- 
tunate pleadings for power to win 
souls. The Saviour illustrated such 
importunate waiting on God in 
prayer for Holy Spirit power, by a 
neighbor who went to his friend 
at midnight to get bread for an- 
other friend who had come to him. 
We bowed our heads and prayed 
the prayer: “Lord, teach us to 
pray” (Luke 11:1). Then a little 
further in the service we bowed 
our heads and prayed the prayer 
of the importunate friend who 
said, “Friend, lend me three loaves; 
For a friend of mine in his journey 
is come to me and I have nothing 
to set before him” (Luke 11:5). 


We admitted to God that God had 
sent friends to us, in some cases a 
husband, in other cases children, 
and still other cases our neigh- 
bors and that we were accountable 
to God for these and yet 
had not done so. We confessed to 
God that we someway had nothing 
to set before our unsaved loved 
ones. It was a time of the deepest 
conviction. Then we had prayer 
that each one would have the pow- 
er to win loved ones. 


We have heard many fine results 
from the Bible teaching. Here is 
a part of the sequel which you will 
want to know about. We print be- 
low a letter written to Mr. Sheriff, 
the Secretary of the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee of Chi- 
cago, which committee sponsored 
the Cedar Lake Bible Conference. 

“Dear Mr, Sheriff: 

“I just cannot wait any 
longer to tell you how the 
Lord has heard my prayers 
and yours. I am the lady that 

(CONTINUED ON PAGS 4) 


The Place 
For Alcohol 


Because alcohol dissolves what 
water will not, it has a place in in- 
dustry. It dissolves the resins 
which make varnish, the minerals 
used for paints. A government 
bulletin says, “Literally, alcohol is 
with us from the cradle to the 
grave — in the paint on the baby’s 
rattle and in the embalmer’s fluid.”’ 

The bulletin might have added 
that alcohol also shortens the 
period between the baby’s rattle 
and the embalmer’s fluid. Within 
15 minutes after alcohol is taken 
into the body it has passed into 
the blood stream unchanged. It 
retains the power to dissolve and 
one of the first things it attacks 
is the fatlike substance which in- 
sulates the nervous system. 

It is the nervous system which 
enables us to hear, see, taste, feel, 
move and think. Know why a few 
drinks makes a person speak 
louder? The alcohol affects the 
drinker’s ear nerves and he doesn’t 
hear his own voice in ordinary 
tones, 

The effect on the eye nerves is to 
narrow the span of vision so the 
drinker does not see from side to 
side, and to shorten the range so 
he doesn’t see so far. Colors fade 
out to simply light and dark. 

Scientists find that a man’s 
ability to.give close.attention is 
reduced sometimes as much as 14 
per cent after taking a drink. Con- 
trol of the muscles is slowed down. 
Co-ordination between the eye and 
hand is materially lessened. 

Moderate drinking shortens the 
time between the rattle and the 
embalmer’s fluid for the one who 
drinks. Maybe that’s the drink- 
er’s business. 

But it is everybody’s business 
when any drinker drives an auto- 
mobile. A split second may mean 
your life or the life of your child. 
A driver need not be drunk to for- 
ever silence the baby’s rattle. He 
may only be slowed by one drink. 
Why do it? 

Alcohol’s place is outside the hu- 
man body, not within it. 
—Editorial, The Farmer-Stockman. 
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YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AND YOU! 


Both you and your neighbor need 
The Sword of the Lord, and you 
may subscribe for both for only 
one dollar. Then both homes will 
get The Sword of the Lord for ten 
full months. That is twenty months 
for one dollar in our special “My 
Neighbor and I” campaign, which 
will run, we think, just two weeks 
more. 

This unusual offer is made be- 
cause we know thousands of you 
readers would surely like to have 
your neighbor get The Sword of 
the Lord and would like to renew 
for yourselves at this fine saving. 
You will have to hurry because 
the campaign will soon close. 

Wonderful letters are coming 
Since last week’s paper was pre- 
pared a letter came from Mrs. E. 
S., Eugene, Oregon, which said, 
“Enclosed find $1.00 for which fe- 
new my subscription to The Sword 
of the Lord. I have sent in several 
subscriptions to other people and 
I’m thankful to my heavenly Fa- 
ther that some have been saved 
through reading your paper.” 
Praise the Lord for souls saved. 
You may win others, too, by sub- 
scribing for a neighbor or friend. 

Likewise Mrs. R. Q. D. of Sana- 
torium, N. C., psror us saying, 
“I sure have enjoyed reading The 
Sword of the Lord oe: a cer- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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BREAD FOR SINNERS 


Or, How To Get Soul-Winning Power 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


(An Exposition of Luke, 
Chapter 11:1-13) 


l. “Lord, Teach Us To Pray’ 


The disciples often heard Jesus 
pray. Luke 9:18 said, ‘“‘And it came 
to pass, as he was alone praying, 
his disciples were with him... 
So in Luke 11:1 we find that the 
disciples quietly waited while Je- 
sus poured out His heart in prayer: 

“And it came to pass, that, 
as he was praying in a certain 
place, when he ceased, one of 
his disciples said unto him, 

Lord, teach us to pray, as 

John also taught his disciples.” 


There was nothing formal nor 
ordinary in the prayer of Jesus. 
To hear Jesus pray would carry 
one, surely, into the very Holy of 
Holies! Can you imagine the 
groanings, the tears, the happy, 
child-like faith, the urgency with 
which Jesus prayed? How the dis- 
ciples marveled and grew hungry- 
hearted as they heard Jesus pray! 

I do not know other things that 
were in the prayer Jesus prayed, 
but I know one note that could 
not be lacking. He was come to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost. It was to this end that He 
was born. His compassion for sin- 
ners, His burning zeal to save 
them, the love and grace which 
carried Him to the cross, was sure- 
ly manifested in His prayer that 
day while the disciples quietly 
waited. And when Jesus closed His 
prayer and looked up, one of the 
disciples, moved so deeply by hear- 
ing Jesus pray, said to Him, “Lord, 


teach us to pray, as John also 


taught his disciples.” 


John the Baptist had taught his 
disciples to pray.: What a lesson is 
that for preachers! 


We should 


teach people to pray. Christians do / 


not automatically become great 
men and women of prayer just as 
soon as they are born again. 
Prayer is an art that requires 
teaching. Every pastor and teacher 
should set himself to training peo- 
ple in Christ-like prayer. So this 
disciple asked Jesus, “Lord, teach 
us to pray.” Christians should 
study how to pray. They should 
ask God to teach them to pray. 
They should train themselves in 
Christ-like prayer. 


The entire passage of scripture 
in Luke 11:2-13 was given by Je- 
sus in response to this earnest re- 
quest that He teach His disciples 
to pray. Let us study these verses 
carefully. Let us learn to pray 
like John taught his disciples to 
pray and like Jesus taught His dis- 
ciples to pray. We should learn to 
pray in the spirit with which they 
prayed. We should pray for the 
same kind of things for which they 
asked. And we should pray with 
assurance and according to the will 
of God. We should get our prayers 
answered as tney did. 


Suppose we approach this scrip- 
ture reverently, then, with a heart 
fully committed to learn, from this 
scripture lesson, just how to pray, 
as Jesus taught His disciples. 

The first thing, then, is to come 
with the same hungry heart the 


disciples had and pray the same 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


BEER DRINKING 


INCREASES 


In the Dallas Times Herald, 
August 25th, an article by Howard 
C. Marshall gives some startling 
facts about beer drinking in Tex- 
as. Most of the following facts are 
taken from that article. 


1. Beer has been legal in Texas 
for six years August 26th. 

2. Beer may legally be sold in 
142 counties, but is prohibited 
along with all alcoholic beverages, 
in 112 counties in Texas. 

3. “The liquor board reported 
that in the first seven months of 
this year, Texans lapped up 
28,650,719 gallons of beer, which 
was 785,454 more than the quanti- 
ty which disappeared down their 
throats over the same period in 
1938.” Texans are drinking more 
heavily of beer than ever before, 
despite the enormous quantity of 
whiskey, wine, etc., drunk. 

4. This means that Texas drinks 
over 4,000,000 gallons of beer eack 
month, or nearly 8 gallons each 
year for every man, woman and 


in. | child in the state. 


5. In July alone, Texas people 
drank 5,257,035 gallons of beer be- 
sides other liquors. 

6. Beer taxes bring in nearly 
$2,000,000 annually. Of course 
much of this is used in a vain 
effort to enforce the law and regu- 
late beer selling. Liquor dealers 
have always been law-breakers. 
And the state spends far more than 
$2,000,000 a year supporting fami- 
lies on relief because of drink and 
in caring for criminals, insane, or- 
phans, and other dependents, 
caused by drink. 

7. About 15,000 persons or estab- 
lishments have been licensed by the 
state liquor board to sell beer in 


IN TEXA 


Texas. And in these beer jo 
are employed many young girls to 
hop cars, or as hostesses, wait- 
resses, and dance partners. It is 
true of Texas, doubtless, as it is 
of the entire nation, that there are 
more girls employed serving beer 
and other liquors than there are 
in all the colleges in th® same area! 
Which is worse, the old-time sa- 
loon, or the modern tavern or beer- 
joint? 

Let every reader remember’ the 
warning of Habakkuk 2:15: 
to him that giveth his neig! 
drink, that puttest thy 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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“The Prodigal Son” 


An old-fashioned, tender mes- 
sage to sinners, at 7:45 p.m., Sun- 
day, by Pastor John R. Rice. The 
place is the cool open-air floor at 
204 East Tenth Street, Dallas. 


"Our Test and How To Meet It" 


-— Sunday morning sermon by pas- 
tor, 10:45, at Sunset and Tyler, 
Dallas. Our building must be built 
and paid for, and equipped. Mean- 
time, we must find another tem- 
porary meeting place, since the 
other is sold and we will soon need 
to give possession. We must build 
a bigger Sunday school and find 
God’s man for assistant pastor, 
since Brother Joe Rice has re- 
signed to attend Moody Bible In- 
stitute. Come all, and let us dedi- 
cate ourselves anew to God for 
soul-winning and service. 

Big news will be ready, we hope, 
on our building. Let us pray that 


construction can actually begin 
with bricklaying next week.  —s_—- 
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PAGE TWO 


‘Only By Crushing 
Liquor Traffic Can 


Democracy Be Saved’ 


By Roger Babson, Foremost 
Statistician of the U.S. 


“My reason for now damning, 
eliminating and annihilating the 
liquor traffic is because of its dan- 
gers to democracy. It is under- 
mining our entire political struc- 
tures and destroying our freedom 
as termites would destroy a well- 
built house.” 

This was the opinion unflinch- 
ingly stated by Mr. Roger Babson, 
the country’s most eminent statis- 
tician, who has thoroughly studied 
the economic and political effects 
of the liquor traffic and the liquor 
custom on the American people. 
Continuing, he said: 

“After most careful study, I am 
convinced that only by crushing 
the liquor traffic can democracy 
be saved.” 

The occasion for Mr. Babson’s 
expression of his convictions, was 


the dinner held in Boston, Massa- | P 


chusetts, on the night of April 
25th, in observance of the seven- 
teenth anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Prohibition party. Mr. 
George L. Thompson, recent nomi- 
nee for the office of governor of 
that state, acted as toastmaster 
at the dinner and other speakers 
with Mr. Babson were Dr. D. Leigh 
Colvin of New York and Mr. E. 
E. Blake of Chicago. 

Discussing various phases of the 
liquor problem, Mr. Babson said in 
part: 

“I go further and say that the 
American people are now fast ap- 
proaching the time when the liquor 
interests will be running the 
United States Government. If our 
Constitution is thrown over for 
fascism, it will be due primarily 
to the liquor traffic which has 
never known when to stop in its 
nefarious and underground cam- 
paigns. The great danger of such 
a development cannot be over- 
emphasized. Even today, the liquor 
interests claim that they elected 
President Roosevelt and that it is 
up to him to protect them. 

I have always been a teetotaler: 
and when given the opportunity, I 
have always voted ‘for Prohibition. 
Furthermore, my attitude on liquor 
has been due to what I have seen, 
having been brought up at Glou- 
cester, Massachusetts, with a rum 
Shop at each end of the street. 
Only since the repeal of Prohibi- 
tion, however, have I realized the 
terrific dangers of the commercial- 
ized liquor traffic. 

“In saying this, I am not re- 
ferring to the great harm liquor 
is doing to the people of this coun- 
try, especially to the youth. I am 
not even thinking how this harm 
may strike our own homes and 
ruin our sons and grandsons — 
yes, and now even the girls of our 
families. I say this because no one 
is obliged to drink a proper cam- 
paign of education, as to the evils 
of liquor, could save most of these 
young people. 

“As a statisticlan, I am espe- 
cially disturbed by the arguments 
which the liquor interests use in 
connectiong with taxation. They 
claim that because liquor is con- 
tributing about $500,000,000 a year 
to federal and state treasuries, 
they are entitled to special con- 
sideration. Let me tell you, how- 
ever, that they are telling you only 
half of the story. The other half 
is that the liquor on which they 
pay this tax has so wrecked the 
character of the American work- 
man, that our federal and state 
governments are now required to 
pay out more than $500,000,000 
for relief. This relief expense the 
country never had before the re- 
peal of Prohibition. It is true that 
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prayer. I suggest that every read- 
er stop just now and search his 
heart a moment. Then, can you 
pray the prayer of this hungry- 
hearted disciple? If you can, then 
bow your heart before God and 
earnestly, sincerely pray this 
prayer: 
“Lord, teach me to pray.” 

Let us look to Christ to teach 
us through this scripture and as 
the Holy Spirit interprets it to 
our hearts. May we be taught to 
pray so that we may pray like 
Jesus did and like He taught His 
disciples to, even as John taught 
his disciples also to pray. 


ll. Grade School Praying: ‘The 


Lord's Prayer” 


Jesus then gave His disciples the 
model prayer, which multitudes 
simply call ““The Lord’s Prayer.” Do 
not quibble about the name. The 
Lord Jesus gave it as a model for 
prayer. Let us learn to pray as 
Jesus here taught His disciples to 
ray: 

“And he said unto them, 
When ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, as 
in heaven, so in earth. 


we would lose these excise taxes 
if we crushed this hideous traffic; 
but this loss would be more than 
offset by what our Federal Gov- 
ernment and states would save on 
relief after the traffic is crushed. 


Constructive Education 


“Newspapers and magazines 
might temporarily suffer until le- 
gitimate advertising should increase 
sufficiently to make up the slack. If, 
however, we have learned something 
from the mistakes made under 
Prohibition, we will not allow these 
newspapers and magazines to suf- 
fer. We will see that the Govern- 
ment carries on an educational 
padadvertising campaign to de- 
velop the character, health and 
efficiency of the American people. 
This will more than offset any 
losses due to suppressed liquor ad- 
vertising. England and other coun- 
tries are already meeting the prob- 
lem in this way. We Prohibition- 
ists should actively get behind a 
program to have the Federal Gov- 
ernment purchase space in news- 
papers and magazines to help along 
such constructive educational work. 
Only in this way can our ten mil- 
lion unemployed gradually be put 
back to work. We have the natural 
resources and the capital available 
for full employment. The factor 
lacking is the former rugged char- 
acter of our people. 


Lowers Property Value and De- 
creases Employment 


“Notwithstanding the above, the 
liquor interests will claim that to 
take the profits out of liquor would 
hurt real estate values. Statistics 
show that this is an outright false- 
hood, spread about to fool the voters 
of the United States. Actual facts 
as to the real estate situation show 
that real estate values have been 
declining continually since the 
liquor interests have again been in 
the saddle. Not only is this true, 
but the opening of a liquor store 
in any neighborhood almost always 
hurts the rental value of adjoining 
property. I can give you my word 
that there is nothing in their ‘real 
estate’ argument. The liquor traffic 
has done real estate far more harm 
than good. This can be proven in 
almost every community. 


“If given time, I could show by 
actual statistics that the liquor 
traffic is also a great contributing 
cause to unemployment. Charts 
could be made showing the corre- 
lation of the growth in the use of 
liquor and the increase in unem- 
ployment. You, however, need not 
bother with charts, or statistics. 
Look about your own community. 
You will find that for every five 
homes fully employed, no liquor 
will be purchased by four of these 
homes. On the other hand, for ev- 
ery five homes on relief, you will 
find that liquor is being purchased 
by four of these homes, I am nota 
fanatic on liquor. I, however, can- 
not too strongly condemn the liq- 
uor traffic which today is both 
sending our young people to Hell 
and is undermining our whole dem- 
ocratic government. Things can- 
not continue to go wrong as they 
are now going without a spiritual, 
social and financial collapse.” 


: 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


SINNERS 


3. “Give us day by day our 
daily bread. 

4. “And forgive us our sins, 
for we also forgive us every one 
that is indebted to us. And 
lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil” (Lk. 
11:2, 3, 4). 

This prayer is simple and uni- 
versal in its usefulness. Every 
Christian, from the most ignorant 
child to the most profound schol- 
ar, can approach God, saying, 
“Our Father which art in heaven.” 
And every one should approach 
reverently, “Hallowed by thy 
name.” And all of us alike ought 
to pray for the Lord’s return and 
His kingdom on the earth. How 
many, many times the saints of 
God have uttered these words, 
“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven,” 
without realizing that thus we are 
to pray regularly for the return of 
Christ. That is the blessed hope of 
the Christian (Titus 2:13). And 
John said, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 

Note that this prayer is for com- 
mon, everyday needs, universal 
needs of the people of God. “Give 
us day by day our daily bread.” 
We have a right to pray for our 
daily needs. Food, clothes, shelter, 
a job, physical necessities; all 
these are included in God’s will for 
a Christian. Christians do not al- 
ways get what they want, but 
Christians ought to get all they 
need. I believe that just as con- 
fidently as a child comes to its 
mother or father for food, so any 
Christian ought to come to God 
for daily needs, physical, material 
needs. God is the maker of this 
world, and “every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father 
of lights’ (Jas. 1:17). The God 
who fed Elijah with ravens, and 
made the meal and the oil last all 
along for the widow and her sons 
and the prophet of God (I Kings 
17:2-16), and the hand that fed 
five thousand people with five 
loaves and two fishes can still feed 
the saints of God and supply their 
needs. God is our father. All the 
heavens and the earth are His, 
and He will as gladly clothe His 
children as He does the lilies of 
the field. He will as gladly feed 
His beloved as He does the fowls 
of the air, and it is well to note 
that this prayer should be a model 
for prayers every day. We need 
not use these exact words, but we 
ought to pray in the spirit of this 
prayer, at least every day. We 
are encouraged to pray today for 
today’s bread. Tomorrow we need 
to pray again for tomorrow’s 
bread. 

And “Forgive us our sins.” Ev- 
ery Christian needs to pray that 
prayer every day. We are saved, 
and yet we are saved sinners. Ev- 
ery day, according to the teaching 
of our Saviour, we should come to 
God and get all the hindrances re- 
moved. By confessing our sins, 
we are cleansed and forgiven them, 
as is faithfully promised in First 
John 1:9. And when we come to 
God for daily cleansing and for- 
giveness, let us remember to for- 
give others. 

I know that when one turns to 
Christ for salvation, and depending 
upon Him in simple faith, he gets 
all of his sins forgiven, sins of the 
past, of the present, and all the 
future. All these sins, every one, 
are then laid upon Jesus Christ 
and paid for. The one who trusts 
in Christ has everlasting life and 
never will come into condemnation 
but is passed from death unto life 
(John 5:24). But there is a sec- 
ondary sense in which Christians 
need forgiveness every day. After 
I am already a child of God, my 
sins grieve God and must be dealt 
with. My sins cannot send me to 
Hell, but they can break God’s 
heart; can hinder our fellowship, 
can grieve the Holy Spirit, can 
ruin my testimony and my happi- 
ness. Daily, every Christian needs 
his sins cleansed and. forgiven. 
And one sure token of a genuine 
and sincere repentance for sin is 
our willingness and gladness to 
forgive all those who sin against 
us. And this scripture agrees with 
the beatitude, “Blessed are the 
merciful; for they shall obtain 
mercy” (Matt. 5:7). Be sure that 
you learn this secret of daily con- 
quering prayer. Forgive and be 
forgiven every day. 

“And lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil.” 
Every Christian needs daily lead- 
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YOUTH'S 


Some letters will be published 


Light From the Word of God on Young People’s Problems 
Will you write me your questions, comments or criticisms? 


must be signed. Write YOUTH’S CORNER, The Sword of the 
Lord, 207 South Beckley, Dallas, Texas. 


CORNER 


without names but all names 


Tattooing: Is It a Sin? 


Sailors generally have tattooed 
upon their arms and chests, pic- 
tures of anchors, shields, girl’s 
faces or bodies, sometimes initials, 
ships or other designs. I have 
found that transients, young men 
who have no home, no families, 
no regular jobs, are more apt to 
be so marked than others. In the 
jails I notice that a large per cent 
of criminals are tattooed. This 
question concerns young men prin- 
cipally, rarely girls or women. 

Tattooing is simply applying 
colored ink or pigment under the 
skin by a needle. It is somewhat 
painful, I am told. 

Now the Bible tells us that tat- 
tooing is a sin. In Leviticus 19: 
28 are these words: 


“Ye shall not make any 
cuttings in your flesh for the 
dead, nor print any marks up- 
on you; I am the Lord.” 


Sometimes oriental people would 
cut themselves as a mark of grief. 
Sometimes, we suppose, in the cuts 
would be rubbed coloring matter, 
leaving permanent marks or 
“prints” on the body. At any rate, 
the Bible plainly forbids the mak- 
ing of such cuttings and printing 
of marks on the body. 

Heathen religions encouraged 
such cuttings in the flesh, we 
know, because the priests at Mount 


Carmel, when facing the test with 
Elijah to see whose God was the 
true God who would answer by 
fire from heaven, “cut themselves 
after their manner with knives and * 
lancets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them” (I Kings 18:28). Sa- 
tan likes to mar the human body, 


prave it. When the Antichrist 
comes he will require people to re- 
ceive his mark in their hands or in 
their forehead (Rev. 13:16, 17). 


Christians surely should not mar 
their bodies with tattooing. It is 
plainly forbidden in the Bible. The 
reason is two-fold. First, the body 
was made beautiful, in the image 
of God (Gen. 1:27; I Cor. 11:7), 
and should not be marred. Second, 
in the case of a Christian, the body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
and there are urgent warnings not 
to defile it (I Cor. 3:16, 17; 6:19, 
20). 

Nearly every foolish boy_who has 
printed on his arm the picture of a 
naked woman will later grow 
ashamed of it, when he cannot 
have it removed. Let every Chris- 
tian boy and girl, man and woman, 
remember to keep his or her body 
reverently, to keep it clean, cover 
it modestly, feed it temperately, 
and avoid anything that would 
harm it or grieve the Holy Spirit 
who lives within. 


ing. We should daily beg for di- 
vine guidance to keep us out of 
temptation. David rejoiced in the 
Twenty-Third Psalm: “He leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake.” And we must 
daily ask God to keep us from the 
hands of the Evil One. Prayer is 
a mighty weapon against tempta- 
tion. Daily let us call on God for 
bread, for forgiveness, for guid- 
ance, for protection from sin and 
the temptations of Satan. 


This is the common school of 
prayer, the elementary grade of 
Christ’s school in prayer. Every 
Christian should learn to pray in 
the spirit of our Lord’s model 
prayer. 

We must note, however, that all 
of the petitions included in the 
“Lord’s Prayer” are personal and 
for self. Every Christian is invited 
to ask for bread for himself, for- 
giveness for himself, guidance for 
himself and deliverance for him- 
self. Every Christian should learn 
these elementary kindergarten 
steps in prayer. But let us remem- 
ber that these are, after all, 
simply the first steps in prayer. 
God has far greater teaching on 
prayer that He wants to give us. 


lll. Bread For Others — Christ's 


College Course In Prayer 


It is important to note that after 
the Lord’s Prayer, quoted above, 
from the mouth-of the Saviour, 
there is no “amen.” The lesson in 
prayer is not over. The simple 
elementals of prayer have been 
taught and now the Lord Jesus 
goes on further into the marvelous 
realm of intercessory prayer, 
prayers for others. Here He teach- 
es the disciples to enter into His 
own broken-hearted burden and 
pleading for the salvation of sin- 
ners. In Luke 11:5-8, Jesus con- 
tinues the lesson on prayer, as fol- 
lows: 

5. “And he said unto them, 
Which of you shall have a 
friend, and shall go unto him 
at midnight, and say unto him, 
Friend, lend me three loaves; 

6. “For a friend of mine in 
his journey is come to me, and 
I have nothing to set before 
him, 

7. “And he from within 
shall answer and say, “Trouble 
me not; the door is now shut, 
and my children are with me 
in bed; I cannot rise and give 
thee. | ; 

8. “I say unto you, Thoug 
he will not rise and give him, 
because he is his friend, yet 
because of his importunity he 
will rise and give him as many 
as he needeth.” 


Blessed is the man who has a 
friend. But here we see illustrated 


the man who has two. There is 
the friend nearby who has plenty 
of bread, and there is the other 
friend who, in his journey, has 
come to him, and is hungry. Ev- 
ery Christian has these two friends. 
One friend is God, who has plenty 
of bread for sinners. The other 
friend is the sinner himself. Every 
Christian in the world stands be- 
tween God and the lost world. We 
are the channel that God has chos- 
en to carry bread to sinners. Je- 
sus said to His disciples concerning 
the five thousand who waited, hun- 
gry — yea, famishing and weak — 
“Give ye them to eat” (Matt. 14: 
16). When Christ furnished the 
bread, the disciples carried it to 
the waiting thousands who had not 
bread. And so here the ‘disciples 
are taught to pray as the man who 
so desperately asks bread for one 
friend, goes to another friend and 
pleads. until he gets all he needs. 


Some Christians make the mis- 
take of never separating from un- 


saved sinners. They are not a pe- 
culiar people. They are like Lot 
down in Sodom, calling the men of 
Sodom “Brethren” and losing his 
testimony so that “He seemed as 
one that mocked unto his sons-in- 
law” (Gen. 19:14). We should not 
be conformed to this world. It is 
true that we are in the world and 
we must have contact with sin- 
ners, but we should not live like 
they do. Saved people must be dif- 
ferent, if lost people are to come 
to us for the bread of life. 


But other Christians go to the 
opposite extreme. They feel that 
this world is not their home, that 
they here have no continuing city, 
and therefore they make much of | 
their heavenly friends who have 
plenty of bread, but they never 
carry any to the other friends who 
have none. Some Christians try so 


that they do not love sinners, they» 
do not win souls. You can be sure 
that Jesus was holy and sinless 
and other-worldly. No one ever 
could accuse Him of compromising 
with sin, and yet the Pharisees 
were astonished at His love for 
sinners. “And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them” (Luke 15:2). It is re- 
markable how Jesus loved sinners, 
ate with sinners, preached to sin- 
ners, forgave sinners. 


Here, then, God has left Chris- 
tians as the link between two 
worlds, the link between God and 
man. I know that Christ is the 
one mediator between God and 
man, the one atonement for sin, 
but in some sense en- 
ter into the mediatorial work of 
Christ. In some sense we are to be 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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intercessors like Christ. Paul said 
he was one who “Fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body’s 
sake, which is the church” (Col. 
1:24). I wonder if you, dear read- 
er, have been in kindergarten so 
long, as regarding Christ’s teach- 
ing on prayer, that you have never 
learned to pray for others, have 
never entered into the burden and 
soul-agony of Christ for sinners, 
have never sought and found the 
bread of life for sinners, and car- 
ried it to them with power and 
blessing ? 

Here Christ offers to teach the 
disciples to pray like Moses. He 
came down from Mt. Sinai to find 
his beloved Israel dancing naked 
about the golden calf, and saying, 
“These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
have brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt” (Exo, 32:8). Mo- 
ses took radical steps to destroy 
the idol and convict the people of 
their sins and stop the plague. 
Then he went with a broken heart 
back up to the mountain to pray. 
God threatened to destroy the na- 
tion and to make of Moses and his 
people a great nation, but Moses 
said, “Oh, this people have sinned 
a great sin, and have made them 
gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt 
forgive their sin—; and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee; out of thy book 
which thou hast written” (Exo. 
32:31, 32). Moses’ compassionate, 
intercessory prayer prevailed with 
God and He did not destroy the 
nation, though they had sinned so 
grievously. That is not the simple 
and elementary praying taught in 
“The Lord’s Prayer.” That is not 
kindergarten praying, but the 
praying of a master. This is 
Christ’s college course in prayer. 

Here Christ would teach us to 
pray, like Esther prayed for her 
nation of Jews to be saved from 
the hands of wicked Haman, who 
had plotted to destroy them all. 


Here God would teach us to pray 
like Daniel prayed in the ninth 
chapter of his prophecy: “By 
prayer and supplications, with fast- 
ing, and sackcloth, and ashes,” in- 
terceding for the whole nation of 
Israel. Or again when he ate no 
pleasant bread, either flesh or wine, 


SINNERS 


nor did he anoint himself with oil, 
till three whole weeks were ful- 
filled (Dan. 10:3). 

Christ here would have us enter 
into the travail of soul which Paul 
the apostle had so that he could 
write even under infallible divine 
inspiration, “I say the truth in 
Christ, I lie not, my conscience al- 
so bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghost, That I have great heavi- 
ness and continual sorrow in my 
heart. For I could wish that my- 
self were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen accord- 
ing to the flesh” (Rom. 9:1-3). 
Most of us pray for ourselves. We 
could not say like Paul in Ro- 
mans 10:1, “Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.” 


Here Christ would teach us to 
enter into His experience in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, yea, into 
the very agony of the cross itself. 
Christ died to save sinners. For 
this purpose He left heaven and 
came to earth, and was despised 
and abused and betrayed and de- 
serted, and spit upon, and 
scourged, and mocked, and stripped 
and nailed to the cross and slain. 
Christ paid the price to get the 
bread of life to sinners. He him- 
self is that Bread. None of us can 
ever take His place. None of us 
can atone for man’s sin. Christ, in 
the garden of Gethsemane, “went 
a little further” than anyone else, 
and of course He is God’s only 
Saviour, the only mediator between 
God and man (I Tim. 2:5). But 
still it is true that He has granted 
that Christians who will may learn 
to enter into the intercessory work 
of Christ, to bear His burdens, 
suffer His travail, and so carry the 
bread of life from God to the sin- 
ner. That is the meaning of this 
parable when Jesus taught His dis- 
ciples to pray, not only the little 
prayer for daily needs, but the 
great prayer of intercession for 
others. Christ wants us to learn 
the prayer of travail for souls, the 
prayer of intercession for others, 
the prayer that will give us bread 
for sinners. 


The Prayer of Confession 


We started out by asking Jesus 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Revival Power 
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heartbreaking burden. Neither the 
pastor nor I wanted food or rest 
all day. There seemed nothing left 
but to tarry and cry unto God until 
the power came. After the service 
Tuesday night, I found the pastor 
again in his study with tears 
streaming down his face as he 
cried to God. Again we prayed 


. together in that same agony of 


soul. In a short while Mrs. 
Reynolds joined us and the three 
of us tarried until after midnight. 
Sometime between twelve and one 
o’clock we prayed through. If you 
could have looked in on that scene 
in the pastor’s study that Tues- 
day night, you would have seen 
three of the tiredest and happiest 
people that you Have ever seen. 
Christ was never so real nor His 
promise ever more certain. I have 
had such experiences before, but 
it was the first for Mrs. Reynolds. 
She says that it was the greatest 
experience of her Christian life, 
and that she would not have missed 
it for the world. We left there 
with the absolute assurance that 
victory was ours. 


Wednesday night came and 
brought the first evidences of vic- 
tory. There were a few people 
saved and a few lives laid on the 


altar for the Lord. One unsaved 
woman came forward at the close 
of the service asking for prayer. 
The pastor requested that those 
who wished to pray might remain 
after the benediction. No call was 
made for a general prayer meet- 
ing and none-was planned — that 
is, we had planned none — but the 
Holy Spirit had planned differently. 
At one o’clock that night forty-two 
people were still on their knees 
praying. Again, the power of God 
fell. This time, not on three peo- 
ple, but upon forty-two members 
of the church.. Confessions of sin 
were heard all over that group. 
Lives were rededicated to the 
Lord. One man answered the call 
to preach who said he had been 
fighting it for fifteen years. One 


young woman answered the call as 
a foreign missionary. Others asked 
that prayer might be had for vic- 
tory in their own souls, and one 
by one these knelt with the group 
kneeling around them and prayed 
through to victory. Forty-two peo- 
ple left that church with a new 
consciousness of God and a new 
experience of God’s power upon 
their lives. 

Thursday morning came. and the 
largest morning crowd of the 
meeting was present—these morn- 
ing services were held from seven 
to eight o’clock. There was such 
a sense of God’s presence and pow- 
er that all sat in silence and 
reverent awe before the Lord. A 
call was made to lay all on the 
altar for the Lord. People came 
by the scores with tears stream- 
ing down their faces. Finally, the 
city school superintendent and his 
wife came down the aisle, and then 
the shouting started. Every one 
felt that their coming meant a 
mighty victory for the Lord in the 
little city. That same day this 
school superintendent went out and 
won a man to Christ. I think I 
have never seen a man happier 
than he was when he came in with 
his man that night. 


Thursday night came and the 
church auditorium, which is one of 
the largest in the state, was filled 
to capacity. I am sure I have never 
preached with more liberty nor 
power of the Spirit. When the in- 
vitation was given, people literally 
filled. the aisles. The invitation be- 
gan at 9:30 and lasted until 11 
o’clock. At the close of the service 
when the pastor lined up those who 
had come forward, the line extend- 


ed completely around the audi- 


torium — the full length of all | PUFPO 


four sides. Seventeen people had 
united with the church. Others had 
been saved, and backslidden Chris- 
tians had come back home to God. 
This night will forever stand out 
in my memory as unmistakable 
evidence of how God answers 
prayer. 

—From The First Baptist Mes- 


senger, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AND YOU 
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tainly has been a blessing to me. 
Two girls have read it and have 
been saved .. .” 

Don’t you wish you had been 
the one to give those girls the mes- 
Sage in The Sword of the Lord? 

Mrs. M. D., Durham, N. C.,, 
writes us, “I have been reading 
your little paper, The Sword of 
the Lord, one year last January, 
and am happy to say it has been 
worth more to me spiritually than 
all the other reading combined 
(outside the Bible itself). I’m al- 
ways glad when Tuesday comes, 
for the paper comes, too. So many 
times while reading it, I’ve been 
filled so full of God’s Holy Spirit 
that we had sweet communion to- 
gether, and my paper was sprinkled 
with tears...” 

Another lady subscribed to The 
Sword of the Lord with a dollar 
bill given her on her birthday by 
her husband and says, “I couldn’t 
think of anything else I had rather 
have than your paper for a year” 
(Mrs. C. S. G., Garland, Texas). 

Sam A. Cooksey writes, saying, 
“At Clyde, Texas, where the paper 
and Bible tracts have been passed 
out, there were more than forty 
converted.” Whatever part The 
Sword of the Lord had in winning 
these forty souls makes us grate- 
ful to God. 

The Bible commands: “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
Send in your subscription today. 
Send one dollar and two names 
with addresses. Both persons will 
get The Sword of the Lord for ten 
full months (nearly a year) for 
little more than the price of one. 

This morning $5.00 comes from 
a Mississippi friend to pay on the 
printing bill. Friends will help us 
to pay the expenses of these re- 
duced rates, I know. May God 
save many and bless multitudes 
through The Sword of the Lord! 
Write today; send $1.00 for each 
two subscriptions of ten months 
each, either new or renewal. If 
the subscription is not out, we will 
extend it the full ten months from 
expiration date. Write to The 
Sword of the Lord, 207 South 
Beckley, Dallas, Texas. 
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Beer Drinking In- 


creases In Texas 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


him” (Hab. 2:15). As certain as 
the Word of God is true, there is 
a curse on the distribution of in- 
toxicating liquor, that is on every 
one of the nearly 40,000 beer dis- 
pensing places in Texas, on the 
package stores, and on every city, 
every county, and the state itself, 
and the Federal government, that 
licenses or legalizes the liquor busi- 
ness. Liquor money is blood money, 
and for every dollar collected as 
tax on liquor, Texas will pay in 
blood. It is still true that “what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” It is true for individu- 
als; it is true for nations and 
states. 

And don’t forget that God’s Word 
still says in Proverbs 20:1, “Wine 
is a mocker, strong drink is rag- 
ing; and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise.” 

Liquor drinking is a sin. The 
sale of liquor is a sin. Left to it- 
self, with millions of dollars spent 
in advertising to make new vic- 
tims, to enlist new drunkards, to 
get boys and girls to drink beer 
or whiskey for the first time, we 
may be sure that drinking will con- 
tinue to increase rapidly. There is 
no remedy for the dirty booze busi- 
ness but prohibition. Sooner or 
later, America will either go down 
in utter ruin or will prohibit the 
sale of liquor. This business which 
makes drunkards, paupers, harlots, 


‘and criminals, is not a legitimate 


business. It is a hellish, accursed 
business, anti-social, unpatriotic, 
unchristian, carried on for the sole 
se of making money out of 
the depraved tastes of weak and 
sinful men and women. The drink 
business causes divorces, it causes 
countless automobile accidents and 
industrial accidents. It causes 
quarrels and fights and murder. 
It inflames lust, it diseases the 
body, it damns the soul! 

A brewery ad says, “Don’t drive 
when you drink.” Everybody ad- 
mits that one who drinks even beer 
is not fit to drive. One who drinks 
even a little bit is not fit to be a 


~ 2 ae me 


PAGE THREE 


Souls Saved at Kil- 
gore and Kingman 


Week before last in Kilgore, Tex- 
as, with the Shell Presbyterian 
Church and pastor J. G. Spencer, 
the editor had the joy of seeing a 
number of happy conversions in 
four days’ services. 

A mother coming to the morning 
service when I met her outside the 
door admitted that she was a back- 
slider and said, “I came this morn- 
ing to get back to God and my 
little girls here with me want to be 
Saved this morning!” Before she 
went into the house she made a 
definite confession of her backslid- 
ing to God and claimed His for- 
giveness and peace, and after 
prayer and promises from God’s 
Word the two little girls, who had 
already agreed that they must be 
saved that morning, trusted Christ. 

A man I met in the seats out in 
the cool night air, with no cover- 
ing but the stars, before the serv- 
ice told me arrogantly that he was 
not a Christian, that he didn’t 
know any Christians, the church 
members were all hypocrites as far 
as he could tell, and he wasn’t in- 
terested in being saved. I rebuked 
him sharply, telling him that he 
was a hypocrite, judging others but 
not trying to do any better, that 
he was no better than the worst 
hypocrite in the world, and that 
he was going to Hell with them 
when they went. I spoke in kind 
tones and with real love, but as 
firmly and sharply as I thought 
Christ would have me do. Then I 
preached on “Christians That Make 
God Vomit.”” To my glad surprise 
this man held his hand for prayer 
and later sent word that he had 
been a backslider, led away from 
fellowship and victory by the hard 
oil-field life and bad companions, 
and that he had sincerely come 
back to Christ. 

Among the six who came for- 
ward on that Friday night, five as 
new converts, one as a backslider, 
was a young husband. His wife 
and another young woman friend 
and I had definitely prayed that 
noon that he should be saved. God 
opened his heart quietly, as He did 
that of Lydia. Gladly, humbly, 
with no argument, he came in a 
moment, after the sermon on ““The 
Great White Throne Judgment.” 


Last Tuesday, on the Rock Is- 
land Rocket, it was my special joy 
to point to Christ a young woman 
who had just lost her husband, 
whom she had married last Jan- 
uary. She had eaten nothing for 
three days, she said, and was in 
despair. When I told her of the 
comfort there is in Christ, she said 
she wished she were a Christian; 
that she was a member of the 
Lutheran Church, had been con- 
firmed, but had never been born 
again. I believe she truly trusted 
Christ. Will readers pray that as 
she takes her lonely heart back 
to her mother in the Dakotas, she 
will not only be led into the fullest 
joy and victory for herself, but that 
she may lead many others from a 
nominal church membership to a 
real personal acceptance and pos- 


session of Christ, whom to know. 


aright is salvation and eternal 
blessing. 

The above described incident 
happened as the Rock Island 
stream-lined train sped me toward 
Wichita where I was met and 
taken to Kingman, Kansas. Not 
long before, on the same train, I 


railroad engineer, is not fit to drive 
a bus, is not fit to handle ma- 
chinery, is not fit to make impor- 
tant decisions. People who drink 
are not fit to be good husbands and 
tens of thousands of wives quit 
their husbands every year for that 
cause in America. One who drinks 
is not fit to be a good father and 
the courts take away children from 
parents every week in America for 
that reason. Drinkers are not fit 
to drive, and driving licenses are 
taken away from drunken drivers 
by the thousand all over America 
for that reason. Drinkers are not 
fit to hold good jobs, and employers 
all over America fire thousands of 
men for that reason alone. No 
wonder that God’s word says, ““Woe 
to the crown of pride, to the drunk- 
ards of Ephraim” (Isa. 28:1). God 
says woe to the drunkard! A curse 
on his body, a curse on his pocket- 
book, a curse on his home, on his 
children, and at last the eternal 
curse of an angry God on his soul 
if he does not repent. Texas must 
down the liquor traffic or the liquor 
traffic will down Texas. 


had the joy of leading to Christ a 
fine man from Oklahoma City, I 
was reminded of that, and prayed 
that God would open someone’s 
heart and give me grace to win 
one for Christ again on the train. 
When I returned from the dining 
car to my seat in the coach at 
noon I heard behind me someone 
weeping. When the nurse-steward- 
ess asked if there was anything 
she could do, the voice behind me 
answered, “No, there’s nothing 
anybody can do. I have just lost 
my husband!’’ The nurse chatted 
to her about other matters to di- 
vert her mind, and brought by a 
lovely baby for her to see, but I 
knew that this was the one God 
wanted me to win. After a while 
when there was no one else in the 
seat beside her, I asked if I might 
sit there and talk to her and soon 
she asked me to pray for her and 
told me of her widow's sorrow. 
I was cut to the heart again with 
the truth of our Saviour’s words 
that the harvest indeed is white 
but the laborers are few. All 
around about us are people with 
broken hearts who need the gos- 
pel, people who will never be com- 
forted if Jesus Christ does not com- 
fort them! We can win souls if we 
will. How few I win compared 
with the opportunities God makes 
on every side! 


Bible Conference At Kingman, 


Kansas 


Pastor Bob Means of the First 
Baptist Church, Kingman, Kansas, 
and Brother Thomas with him, 
met me at the train at Wichita, 
and drove me the 45 miles to 
Kingman, arriving in time for the 
evening service. A tent had been 
erected beside the First Baptist 
Church, There a tent full of peo- 
ple were awaiting the gospel mes- 
sage. There were four conversions 
and one backslider came back to 
God during the invitation. Soon 
after the service another lad 
claimed Christ. Then on Wednes- 
day night and Thursday night, 
there were a number of conversions 
and reclamations each night. Wed- 
nesday morning, I believe, a hun- 
gry-hearted woman was saved as 
her Sunday school teacher and I 
talked to her about Christ. Pastor 
Bob Means tells me that there 
were twenty or more conversio 
in the three days. | 


It was a blessed Bible Confer- 
ence, with a number of ministers 
taking part. I recall five other 
speakers, all of them bringing 
high-class messages, blessed of 
God, I spoke, bringing evangelis- 
tic messages, every evening. Then 
there were two messages each 
morning, and three each afternoon, 
in the street service at 4:00. It 
was a special joy to meet Dr. E. 
E. MacFarlane, Director of Evan- 
gelism for the Baptist Convention 
of Kansas. Brother MacFarlane is 
an earnest Bible-preaching, soul- 
winning brotherly man. It was an 
unusual joy to have his fellowship 
and to talk long together about the 
things of God. He brought a real 
contribution to the Bible School, 
and continued evangelistic serv- 
ices Friday night and Sunday after 
I left. Brother MacFarlane 
preached on the street each after- 
noon besides giving a message at 
the church daily. He went to the 
jail and was able to win there a 
young man to Christ for whom 
many were praying. It was a real 
joy to be with Brother Bob Means, 
and his splendid church, and with 
representatives from some 18 
churches, altogether, from that 
part of Kansas. More and more 
I am impressed that if all of us 
mean business for God we can find 
soul winning opportunities on ev- 
ery hand. 


The above reports being some- 
what personal, I write them be- 
cause of an affectionate letter from 
Rev. Paul Sawtell of California, 
urging me that I tell about where 
I go and what happens. He insisted 
that many readers would like to 
have word of the editor’s mg 
ments, and other letters ask for 
the same thing. May God put in 
the hearts of many to pray for 
this unworthy editor, as we try to 
be all things to all men that we 
might by all means save some. 


g ~@ 
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BREAD FOR 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


to teach us to pray. Then we must 
pray the kind of prayer that He 
puts in our mouth. We often pray 
the words of “The Lord’s Prayer,” 
or the model prayer, but why not 
take it to heart to pray also this 
other model prayer given us in 
Luke 11:5, 6: “Friend, lend me 
three loaves: For a friend of mine 
in his journey is come to me and 
I have nothing to set before him.” 
This is a prayer asking for bread, 
but it is much more — it is a 
prayer of humble confession. How 
Christians do need to pray this 
prayer. “A friend of mine in his 
journey is come to me and I have 
nothing to set before Him! 


Every Christian who reads this 


NOTICE! 


MUST SELL Public Address 
System. Splendid for advertis- 
ing revivals and for street serv- 
ices. Fully equipped, operates 
off of 6-volt car battery. Plenty 
of volume and an unusually 
clear tone. Comparable with 
machines retailing at $225. If 
sold at once may be had for $75 
cash. Owner needs money to go 
to school. See it at 207 South 
Beckley or address inquiries to 
Rev. Joe B. Rice at above ad- 
dress. 


“In the Service pf Others” 


POOLE FYNERAL HOME 


122444.44.26404 se 


m. H. McNitzky) 
Master Printer 


DENTON, TEXAS 


_ We Print Newspapers, 
Books, and Pamphlets — 
Ship Anywhere in U. S. 


Dr. J. L. St. Clair 


GLASSES) 


Are you subject to headaches, 
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© |nearly inseparable, 


SINNERS 


is the best Christian somebody 
knows. Many a wife writes to me 
and says, “Brother Rice, pray for 
my husband,” or “Please go to see 
my husband and try to win him to 
Christ,” but again and again such 
dear women urge, “Do not let him 
know that I sent you.” Wives say 
to me, “You know how it is, Broth- 
er Rice. Husbands won't listen to 
their own wives.”’ Or mothers or 
fathers say, “‘Brother Rice, pray 
for my boy. I hope God will send 
somebody to win him. You know 
boys and girls don’t pay much at- 
tention to mothers and fathers. An 


‘outsider can do more with them.” 


But that is an alibi that will not 
stand up. It is really not true. If 
a mother is what she ought to be, 
she can have more influence over 
her own boy than anyone else in 
the world. If a Christian wife is 
out-and-out for God and filled with 
the Holy Spirit, she can win her 
husband more quickly than anyone 
else can. 


Here is the teaching. Jesus 
teaches us that we must admit our 
responsibility. We must frankly 
confess to God that there are cer- 
tain ones God has sent our way, 
“friends” to whom we owe the 
bread of life. One of you who reads 
this is a wife, and God gave you 
a husband. He is dearer to you 
than life itself, dearer than any 
other earthly friend could be. God 
sent him your way. God depends 
upon you to give him the bread 
of life. If you do not do your part, 
if you have not the power to win 
him, then surely his case may be 
well-nigh hopeless. 


I know wives who have lived 
with husbands for thirty years and 
never won them to Christ. I know 
brothers who have grown up with 
brothers; they have worked to- 
gether and played _ together. 
Oftentimes they have been 
and yet the 
Christian brother has not been able 
to win. his unsaved brother to 


=| Christ. I know fathers into whose 
=| hands and homes and hearts God 
- | has put little children. They love 


Daddy, follow after Daddy, imi- 
tate him, almost worship him. And 
yet I have seen such children grow 
up around about their father and 
he never once had the bread of 
life for them. 


I tell you, we cannot escape the 
responsibility of blood relation- 
ship, and the responsibility of inti- 
mate friendship and association. If 
there is someone who is near and 
dear to you who is. unsaved, then 
God expects you to take to them 
the bread of life. Even the rich 
man in Hell acknowledged his ob- 
ligation to his five unsaved broth- 
ers (Luke 16:27, 30). He knew 
that, following his example, they 
too would go to Hell unless they 
were warned, and he plead that 
one should be sent even from heav- 
en to warn his five brothers that 
they should repent lest they come 
to that place of torment where he 
was already! You cannot escape 
your responsibility, I say, to the 
friend or wife or husband or son 
or daughter or mother or neigh- 
bor that God has sent your way. 

Multitudes of you who read this 
long to win souls, but never do. 
You pray for souls to be saved, and 
sometimes timidly you invite them 
to church, or tell them that you 
pray for them. And yet you do not 
get them saved. Why? Why? 
WHY? 

This simple prayer that Jesus 
teaches His disciples to pray gives 
us the answer, You dear Christians 
simply do not have what it takes. 
You do not have upon you the 
power of the Holy Ghost. You do 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


not have the holy boldness, the 
deep concern, the travail of soul, 
the burning words, it may be, or 
the tear, or the example that God 
will use to win that soul to Him- 
self! You, if you are honest, must 
pray this prayer of confession, “A 
friend of mine in his journey is 
come to me AND I HAVE.NOTH- 
ING TO SET BEFORE HIM!” 
You do not have the bread of life 
to set before sinners. You do not 
have what it takes. God meant 
for you to have; you could have 
had; you may yet have, the bread 
of life for sinners. 

Let me suggest, then, that every 
reader drop now very quietly be- 
fore God and bow your head. Pray 
this simple prayer of confession. 
Mean it from your very soul. Ac- 
knowledge in these words your fail- 
ure, your barrenness, your shal- 
lowness as a Christian, your lack 
of fruit-bearing. Pray it now in 
your heart. Perhaps it will help 
you if you bow your head and 
close your eyes, and earnestly, and 
contritely, with a confession of 
your failure, pray these words, 
“Oh, God, a friend of mine (hus- 
band or brother or neighbor or 
son or daughter or sweetheart) 
has come to me and I have nothing 
to set before him. I ought to be 
able to win him to Christ, but I 
haven’t done it.’ 


Alibis and excuses here will do 
no good, If you are to learn to 
pray as Jesus is trying to teach 
you in these verses, then you will 
pray the prayer that is directed. - 


Here is the shameful reason for 
the fruitlessness of Christians all 
over the land. Here is why preach- 
ers have no souls saved, why 
churches have no revivals, why 
Sunday school teachers do not win 
their pupils, why fathers and moth- 
ers and wives do not win their 
loved ones to Christ. The simple 
fact is that God sent loved ones 
our way that we ought to win and 
that we could win if we had the 
bread of life, the power of the 
Holy Ghost upon us. We do not 
have that power upon us. We do 
not have what it takes to win souls. 
God has certainly bread for sin 
ners. His dear, compassionate, 
bleeding heart has prepared a way 
for all mankind and His seeking 
Spirit will never be satisfied until 
His house is filled, and the wed- 
ding table is furnished with guests. 
God has bread for sinners, but that 
bread must be carried by Chris- 
tians. There is bread for you to 
carry to your loved one. I be- 
seech you today, go and beg for it, 
plead for it, with confession, with 
tears, with travail of soul, until 
God answers from heaven and 
gives you power that you need, the 
wisdom and leadership and the 
message that you need to win 
souls. There is a Friend who has 
bread, plenty of it, for every sin- 
ner. There is someone whom God 
has brought to your door, to your 
life, who needs the bread. God 
means for you to get the bread 
which He has in abundance, and 
gives to the poor sinner who has 
none. Confess today your lack, 
your fruitlessness. Make your con- 
fession, admit your sin, and then 
stay and get the bread! 

This is a sad prayer, isn’t it? 
“T have nothing to set before him.” 
It is like the disciples who frankly 
shrank from the task of feeding 
the five thousand, and said, “There 
is a lad here which hath five bar- 
ley loaves, and two small fishes; 
but what are they among so 
many?” (Jno. 6:9). And they 
said that even if there were two 
hundred pennyworth of bread it 
would not be enough for so great 
a multitude. And yet Jesus said 
to them, “Give ye them to eat.” 


Do you remember when Jesus 
came down from the Mount of 
transfiguration and found the dis- 
ciples who did not go,“surrounded 
by a multitude, and a father with 
his poor, demon-possessed son 
came to Jesus? He had brought 
his son to the disciples to cast out 
the devils and they could not cast 
them out! And since the disciples 
could not cast out devils, he doubt- 
ed whether Jesus could. But Je- 
sus did. Then the disciples came 
to Jesus and said, “Why could we 
not cast them out?” They saw 
they had failed. They confessed 
their need. All over the land Chris- 
tians and preachers ought to be 
confessing that friends in their 
journey have come to us and we 
have nothing to set before them. 
God has bread for all the sinners, 
but we have not been able to car- 
ry it to them. : 


(Continued next week) 


o 
Three Conversions 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


gave her testimony at Cedar 
Lake last week. I asked 
prayer for my neighbors that 
the Lord should give me bread 
to tell the right word. The 
Lord has already answered 
that prayer. As soon as we 
came home a dear neighbor 
came over to say hello to me 
and I read her a tract called, 
What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
written by Mr. Rice. A little 
later we had the joy of leading 
her to the Saviour. What joy 
and happiness we had only the 
Lord knows. I know you will 
be happy to hear this, too, 
but she needs prayer. Please 
pray for her. Pray also for 
us that we may lead our 
other neighbors to the Lord. 
“The Lord bless you all. 
“A sister in Christ Jesus, 
“Mrs. J. P.” 
Chicago, Illinois. 


The letter has a post-script, the 
name and address of the convert, 
but we will not use it here without 
permission. 


Thank God that He is using the 
little booklet, What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? in winning many to 
Christ. We urge every Christian 
who does not have a copy to get 
one and master the simple, direct 
dealing with unsaved people which 
is there illustrated. And if you 
have unsaved friends, get a copy 
for them. We will gladly send one 
free, or you may have any number 
you want at one cent a copy. 


Joliet, Illinois, Man Confesses 


Christ August 14th 


In the Cedar Lake Bible Con- 
ference, hundreds of copies of the 
booklet, What Must I Do To Be 
Saved? were given away free to 
all who wanted them to use with 
unconverted people. The confer- 
ence closed August 13th. August 
14th, a man at Joliet, Illinois, 
signed the following decision slip 
on a copy of What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? and mailed it to the 
editor. 


“Evangelist John R. Rice 
201 E. Tenth St, 
Dallas, Texas. 
“Dear Brother Rice: 
“Realizing that I am a sin- 
ner and believing that Christ 
died for my sins, I here and 
now trust Him to be my per- 
sonal Saviour, depending on 
Him to forgive all my sins, 
change my heart, and give me 
everlasting life as He promised 
to do. I am glad to confess 
Him as my Saviour and glad- 
ly mail this to let you know. 


“Signed: L. L. R. 


Address: N. Broadway 
Joliet, Illinois.” 


“All Have Sinned'"’ Wins a Soul 


The green booklet entitled, There 
Is No Difference, For All Have 
Sinned and Come Short of the 
Glory of God” is also being used of 
God to win sinners. From the State 
Sanatorium at Sanatorium, North 
Carolina, a dear woman writes, 
signing the decision slip in that 
booklet, which says: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I confess I am a sinner. I 
do not deserve salvation. But 
I am glad that Jesus died for 
my sins. Here and-now I re- 
ceive Him into my heart. With 
all my heart I turn away from 
my sin and turn to Christ. I 
trust Him to forgive my sins 


will be very useful 


Friday, September 8, 1939 


and take Him as my personal 
Saviour. I will claim Him 
openly and try to live for Him 
the rest of my life by His help. 

“Signed: Mrs. A. B. M.” 


The booklet, All Have Sinned, 
for personal 


work and to give to unsaved peo- 


ple. 


We will be glad to send a 


copy free or you may buy any 


number, 


postpaid, for 2c a copy. 


Write to us at 207 South Beckley, 
Dallas, Texas. 


Let us hear when sinners are 


saved through The Sword of the 
Lord or these booklets and all our 
hearts will rejoice together. 


We have opportunities to dis- 


tribute thousands of booklets as 
fast as money for printing comes 
in. 
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Religious Books Wanted 
sed books on religion bought, 
ld, exchanged. Send descrip- 
on of what you have. 

JOSEPH WIEDMAN 
1616 Redfield Street 
La Crosse, Wisc. 


£8 Cc 
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8 122 W. Jefferson 9-8760 
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RELIGIOUS 
Wanted “scons 


Send description for offer 


Lutheran Lending Library 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin 
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BARGAIN IN BLADES ; 
New double-edge razor blades. 3 
Assorted brands: 25 blades, 25c; $ 
590—40c; 100—75c; 250—$1. 50. ; 
Genuine Goodrich Sharpener $ 
free with orders for 100 or more ; 
blades. ; 
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Fall Suits 


$16.50 to $3450 
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Calvary’s Cross 


A book of ten great chapters on 
the atoning blood of Christ, by C. 
H. Spurgeon, D. L. Moody, and 
others. 
your heart as they have blessed 
many others. 


These messages will bless 
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